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Her Excellency the Governor,
Professor Anderson,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to take part in this Reception for the
2009 Joint Conference of the Japanese Studies
Association of Australia(JSAA) conference and the
International Conference on Japanese Language
Education (ICILE) in Sydney. It is wonderful to see
such a diverse range of participants at this highly

regarded conference.

To all the members of the JSAA - the professionals who
teach, research and study Japan - I thank you for your
continued dedication and interest in Japanese studies
and Japanese language education and for the
invaluable contribution you have made to Australia-

Japan relations; both as individuals and as members of



the JSAA. Since its establishment in 1978, the ]JSAA
has steadfastly worked to promote the study of Japan

and the teaching of the Japanese language in Australia.

The JSAA’s encouragement of scholarly work on Japan
is a key element in the continuation of understanding
between our two countries. As Japan’s Ambassador to
Australia, I place great value and emphasis on the
importance of our educational ties. I applaud your

efforts.

Under the theme "Bridging the gap between the
Japanese language and Japanese studies," this year’s
conference will host a discussion by Japanese language
and studies educators from around the world. We will
hear about new pedagogical ideas and research in a
broad range of disciplines including language,

linguistics, literature, sociology, culture, education,



politics, economics and other fields. So, for the

remainder of my remarks, I will speak in Japanese.
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