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General Information on
the 2009 Invitation Programme for
FUTURE BUSINESS COUNTERPARTS
From Australia
1. General Outline

(1) Outline of the 2009 Invitation Programme for Future Business Counterparts from Australia (FBC.AU) 
The Invitation Programme for Future Business Counterparts from Australia (hereinafter abbreviated as FBC.AU) is an invitation programme, through which young professionals from Australia, who will assume greater responsibilities in the coming years and are interested in strengthening economic relations with Japan, would visit and experience Japan and its society, culture, as well as its people. The aim of this unique programme is to invite young professionals from Australia to increase their understanding of Japan through lectures on Japan's business trends, its major industries, the bilateral relationship, and through discussions with young Japanese professionals. Global environmental protection measures taken by Japanese corporations will be covered in a cross-sectoral manner as well.
    On 22nd October, 2007, Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda of Japan disclosed the idea for this programme in his address at the 45th Japan-Australia Joint Business Conference by stating:-"It is important to nurture young generations who will support the future of our relationship.  From this perspective, the Government of Japan will start from next year to invite to Japan about fifty young professionals, mainly from the business community, who we hope will uphold our future partnership, thereby promoting mutual understanding."
    With respect to the groundbreaking announcement above, the FBC.AU　programme has been formulated in close cooperation with the Australia-Japan / Japan-Australia Business Co-operation Committee in each country.  In June, 2008, 48 Australian young professionals participated in this program and visited Japan for 11 days.
    This programme is designed and will be implemented in order to advance and enhance the relationship between Japan and Australia, thus promoting mutual understanding between each other. Bearing the aforementioned background in mind, this programme also aims to play a leading role in exploring the new frontiers in economic ties.
(2)   Under the auspices of the JENESYS Programme
At the Second East Asia Summit (EAS), which was held in January 2007, Mr. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, announced a plan to implement a 35-billion-yen youth exchange program, inviting about 6,000 young people to Japan mainly from the EAS member states (ASEAN, Australia, China, India, New Zealand, the ROK) every year for five years, with a view to establishing/reinforcing a basis for Asia’s stalwart solidarity by expanding youth exchange.  Based on this plan, the Government of Japan has launched the Japan-East Asia Network of Exchange for Students and Youths (JENESYS) Programme in 2007.  FBC.AU is formulated to be an integral part of the JENESYS Programme.
2. Tentative Programme Schedule 

There will be 3 programme coordinators for the entire group to take care of interpretation and assisting the visit throughout the programme.
	Date
	Day 
	Schedule

	23-Jun
	Tue
	Move to Sydney

	　
	　
	Pre-departure orientation

	24-Jun

	Wed

	(AM) Depart from Sydney
(PM) Arrive at Tokyo

	25-Jun

	Thu

	(AM) Programme Orientation

(PM) Address on “Japan-Australia bilateral relationship”

	26-Jun

	Fri

	(AM) Address on “Business & Economic Outlook of Japan”
(PM) Traditional culture experience program

	27-Jun

	Sat

	(AM) Move to Kyoto
(PM) Company / facility visit

	28-Jun
	Sun
	City Visit (Kyoto / Nara) 

	29-Jun

	Mon

	(AM) Company / facility visit

(PM) Move to Tokyo

	30-June


	Tue

	(AM) Address on Environment Issues 

(PM) Company / facility visit – Business Efforts for Environmental Protection  

	1-July


	Wed

	(AM) Industry Tour　

(PM) Meeting for the group discussion / presentation

	2-July


	Thu

	(AM) Visit organization / facility related to trade and investment facilitation

(PM) Continued 

	3-July


	Fri

	Group discussion / presentation

Farewell Reception

	4-Junly
	Sat
	(PM) Depart from Tokyo 

	5-July
	Sun
	(AM) Arrive at Sydney 


(*)The above schedule is subject to change.
3. Application Process
(1) Application Eligibility
Participants should be young Australian professionals, in principle, under the age of 35 and with Australian citizenship.  Undergraduate and post-graduate students with a career background can also apply. Up to 50 young professionals will be selected and notified by April 22, 2009.
(2) Documents to be Submitted 
Applicants are requested to submit the following documents ((1)~(4)) as digital data attachments via e-mail addressed to the Embassy of Japan and marked FBC.AU in the “subject” section by March 27, 2009.  For documents (2), (3) and (4), if you don’t have the facilities to convert them into digital data, you may send a copy by posting them to the Embassy by March 31, 2009.
E-mail address:　economics＠japan.org.au
Postal Address:  Economic Section (FBU.AU)

Embassy of Japan
112 Empire Circuit, Yarralumla, Canberra A.C.T. 2600, Australia
(1) Application
Fill in the blanks with the necessary information and answers. 
(2) Passport-type Photo
Submit a photo taken by a digital camera within the last six months. (Upper body, hat off) Attach it to the application where it is designated.
     (3) Copy of Passport
    Attach a copy of your passport in PDF, JPEG, or BMP format. If you don’t have a passport, you can substitute it with an official ID (eg a driver's license). Once accepted to this programme, you must obtain your passport immediately. 
 　

(4) Letter of Permission
   Print out the letter of permission and receive your employer’s signature. Send it in PDF, JPEG, or BMP format. 
4. Travel matters

The Japanese Government will make the necessary arrangements and bear the total cost for the participants. Any other arrangements shall be made by the participants at their own expense. 

(1) Arrangement and expense to be made by the programme.
· Two way international air ticket (Sydney-Tokyo, Economy class)

* Excess baggage charge should be paid at one’s own expense.
· Overseas travel accident insurance 

· Domestic transportation from/to Sydney

· Accommodation in Japan 

· Transportation in Japan

· Meals in Japan 

· Accommodation for the day before the departure.

*Other personal expenses should be paid at one’s own expense.
If you reside in a location other than Sydney, the following arrangements will be made.
· Two way domestic flight ticket (From your nearest domestic airport to Sydney) 

(2) Note 
(1) Prohibitions 

· To remain in Japan after the programme without a permission from JENESYS secretariat.

· to change the flight designated by the programme;

· to change accommodation designated by the programme;

· to be accompanied by someone; or

· to travel to third countries

5. Pre-departure Orientation

Participants must attend the pre-departure orientation that will be held in　Sydney on June 23 2009. Further information about the pre-departure orientation will be sent to participants at a later date.　The tentative schedule of the pre-departure orientation is as follows:
· Explanation of embarkation procedure;
· Schedule in Japan, Japanese customs regulations and other information; and
· Filling in the pre-departure questionnaires
6. Obligations 

(1) Obligation for participants

Participants should understand thoroughly the significance of this project, which is to facilitate young professionals’ understanding of Japan. Participants are requested to fill out the questionnaires before and after traveling in Japan, for fruitful outcomes from and smooth implementation of the project. Also, participants will be requested to write a report about their experiences gained in this programme before leaving Japan, and to cooperate in any further follow-up program in the future.
(2) General notes in Japan

During the stay in Japan, participants should respect the laws and regulations of Japan, and offenders are subject to the penalties under Japanese laws and regulations. 
7. Inquiries
Contact the Embassy of Japan for any questions. 


Embassy of Japan in Australia
112 Empire Circuit, Yarralumla, 
Canberra A.C.T. 2600, Australia
Tel: (02) 6273-3244
Fax: (02) 6273-1848 

E mail: economics＠japan.org.au
http://www.au.emb-japan.go.jp/ 

































