V1-AUSEDIZOIMA

THE Al

COMMENTARY {P9}

Claire

Lehmann

Time to look at nuclear power
to beat climate change

LIFE & TIMES {p7}

BLACK WIDOW

Scarlett Johansson in the new Marvel blockbuster

STRALIAN

JORMED AUSTRALIAN

"

$3.50
MONDAY
July 5,2021

PRICE INCLUDES GST
IGHT EXTRA

MEDIA {17}

- SECOND
COMING?

Alan Jones open to radio return

BUSINESS WARNS PREMIERS TO HONOUR NATIONAL CABINET DEAL

States hold keys to freedom

JOE KELLY
OLIVIA CAISLEY

The nation’s most senior business
leaders are warning that Scott
Morrison's four-step plan to re-
open Australiais captiveto the set-
ting of realistic and achievable
vaccination targets by medical ex-
perts and the willingness of pre-
mierstohonour them.

While the Prime Minister on
Friday clinched a deal at national
cabinet for a path back to nor-
mality where Covid-19 is treated
Heatherinfetiousdiseass, bus-

V’landys vows
sanctions for

partying Dragons

BRENT READ

A dozen St George lllawarra
players have been fined by NSW
Police and further sanctions are
set to follow from the NRLin
coming days after ARL
Commission chairman Peter
Vlandys vowed there would be
serious consequences for any

players found toave lagranty

ness is pushing
gofurtherby serapping lockdowns
nd reopening the. mternational
border by the start of nextyear.
On Sunday Qantas chief
executive Alan Joyce said having
“clear metrics’ about the next
phase of the recovery was critical
but he wamed the public was “not
of a mindset to say lockdowns
should be continuing into next
year”.
Australian  Industry Group
chief executive Innes Willox said
state governments needed to
abide by the plan and open up
when the new vaccine thresholds
were met. He said *business have
had enough of lock » and

put the
breaching Covid-19 gulds].lnes.

The NRL, already locked in
tense negotiationswith the
Victorian government over
exemptions for Melbourne
Storm’s State of Origin players,
was rocked by another Covid
scandal on Sunday morning
when it emerged that Dragons
prop Paul Vaughan had hosted a
function for some of his
teammates at his Shellharbour
home inviolation of the game’s
biosecurity protocolsand
government guidelines.

The NRLintegrity unit spent
most of Sunday interviewing the
Di h f

“the thought of more lockdowns
this winter quite frankly terrifies
le”.

“Ourfederation is already frag-
ile enough without a premier or
their chicf medical officer takingit
on themselves to think that they
knowbest,” Mr Willox said.

Business Council of Australia

the latest allegations.

FULL REPORT P24

online with the Pfizer vaccine as
well as the AstraZeneca vaccine,”
Professor Kidd said

“This includes many Almngl—

warned precise vaccine targets
andtimetables wouldwork only “if
all the states and territories agree
to end the patchwork of restric-
tonsand ork together inthena-
tional in

“Peop! ]eare ding on na-

nal
isations, which wil be offering the
Pfizer  vaccine  progressively
throughJuly and August”

There were 16 new Covid-19
casesreportedin NSW on Sunday,
with Queensland and Western

Australi di

tional eabinet o, work fogether
quickly to develop a realistic plan
with achievable targets, based on
the best health advice and in line
with the supply of vaccine.” Ms
Westacott said.

The push from business groups
came as deputy chief medical offi-
cer Michael Kidd said 500 GPs
across the nation would begin of-
fering the Pfizer vaccine to those
aged 40 to 59 from this week, as
the government ramped up the
rollout amid eriticism it had been
tooslow.

“During this month another
800 general practices will come

rec
Speaking on Sunday, NSW
Premier Gladys Bercjiklian said
more specifics were needed about
the four-step reopening plan un-
veiled by Mr Morrisonon Friday.
“The public would like to see
some time frames, and 1 look for-

Australia’s Ash Barty celebrates in front of an unmasked Wimbledon crowd after her third-round victory against Czech

flagged a vaccination target of

80 per cent of the adult population
before NSW begins reconsidering
Covid-19 public health measures.
But Mr Willox said any new
vaccine targets ~ to be set by the
COVID-I9 Risk Analysis and Re-
sponse Taskforce based on scien-
tific modelling conducted by the
Doherty Institute — needed to be

ward to being part of those discus-  realistic or the whole four-step
sions,” Ms Berejiklian said would fail.
“If national cabinet has deter-  “Wedon'twant toset ourselves

mined a unified approach across
the nation, I'm more than happy to
support what that unified ap-
proach s, but I thinkwe need tobe
ambitious and we also need time-
lines to give tothe community.”
Ms Berejiklian previously has

up to fail What is agreed has to be
Continued on Page 5

MOREREPORTS P4-5
EDITORIAL P8
COMMENTARY P9
WORLD P11

J

REUTERS

Japan

steps up
military
alliance

CLUSIVE

BEN PACKHAM
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT

Japan will step up joint military
training and regional infrastruc-
ture projects with Australia, with
the nation’stopdiplomatin Can-
berra declaring the strategic
partners must work together to
prevent the Indo-Pacific becom-
ing“alawless jungle”.

Japanese ambassador Shingo
Yamagami said Australia would
not resist Chinese economic co-
ercion alone, andvowed towork
with Australia and other free
countries to provide “a counter-
w:.gm agamst such a dominant

He “said China's “blatant
attempt to change the status
quo”inthe East and South China
seas had direct relevance to Aus-
tralia, which needed free access
to the waterways for its econ-
omic security, and warned Aus-
tralia could face disruption of its
supply lineseven closer to home.

Mr Yamagami said he hoped
a new Reciprocal Access Agree-
ment for the nations’ militaries,
agreed in-principle  between
Scott Morrison and Japanese
counterpart Yoshihide Suga last
November, would befinalised by
the end of the year, paving the
way for *more complex and
sophisticated”  defence  co-
operation.

Thelandmark defence treaty,
which was delayed over con-
cemsabﬂutlega] indemnities for

Katerina

No masking feelings of euphoria

JACQUELIN MAGNAY
WIMBLEDON

If Ash Barty gets to the Wimble-

don final, she'll play before a full

house - maskless —of 23,000.
This Wednesday 65,000 peo-

Maths experts reject curriculum changes

EXCLUSIVE

Sydney University have signed an
open letter to the board of the

REBECCA URBAN
NATIONAL EDUCATION
CORRESPONDENT

Mathematics professors from the
nation’s leading universities have
denounced moves to embed a
problem-solving approach  into
maths teaching in schools and
want the proposal scrapped.

They are urging the architects
of the changes, contained in the
proposed new national curricu-
lum, to carry out a thorough and
transparent review of the disci-
pline.

Dazens of senior_academics
from Monash University, the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, the Univer-
sity of Queensland, UNSW and

Australian Curriculum, Assess-
ment and Reporting Authority
(ACARA), calling for proposed
changestobedumped.
Theletter—which criticises the
draft document’s emphasis on
problem-solving exercises over

the teaching of foundational

Welsh, a fellow of the Australian
Academy of Science who chairs
the National Committee for
Mathematical Sciences, has also
signed thelletter.

AMSI, which runs a program
supporting maths_education in
schools, had previously offered

on AMSI's advisory panel, said he
had several concerns with the
draft” curriculum, including the

ple, including Prince William —
again not wearing masks - will

at Wembley Stadium screaming
and cheering at the big football
‘match to see if England will get to
the Euro Championships finals,
thefirst timein 55years.

‘This week, British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson is expected to
reveal plans to ditch the manda-
tory use of masks, do away with
contact tracing and drop social
distancing guidelines from July 19
—notthatalot ofpeople are taking

noticeof the rulesany more.

Music festivals will be allowed,
people will be permitted to gointo
apubandorder atthebar.

And the automatic home iso-
lation of anyone who is pinged on
the contact tracing app as having

yetthe country s feeling euphoric
and celebratory.

The shackles are off. The rea-
son?Vaccinations.

Britain's uptake and smooth
rollout of the vaccination pro-

troops on Japanese
soil, will set out a clear frame-
wark toallow each nation’s mili-
tary to operate in the other's
country, streamlining arrange-
ments for joint exercises and hu-
manitarian missions across the
region.

M Yamagami said the agree-
ment would allow Japan’s Self
Defence Force personnel to
come to Australia on longer and
more frequent visits, and enable
ADF personnel to undertake

crsonnel

vac-

been near ith the virus  gram h,
will stop. The Oxford-AstraZ

Yeton Friday Britainhad near- ~ cineisahuge source of pride—wit-
Iy 30,000 new Covid- 9cases. ness the standing ovation that

On a per head of populati
basis, that's the equivalent of hav-
ing around 10,000 cases in Aus-
tralia.

The virus has not gone away,

Dam wall review ‘flawed’
on Aboriginal heritage

EXCLUSIVE

cal Association review of the
government's heritage assess-

overl !

tained within the document and
its promotion of inquiry-style ac-
tivities designed to foster student
creativity that would not necess-
arily lead tol

Y suppﬂrl
backin

maths knowlcdg:and skills, Lzbel—

“What 1 see is a lot of non-

MAX MADDISON

Two of the country's leading
archaeologists say a NSW gov-
ernment review into how raising

the Warragamba Dam will affect

ling it “flawed” and *
~ has also been backed by aca-
demicswith close ties to the Aus-
tralian Mathematical ~Sciences
Tnstitate (AMSI).

They include recently retired
director Tim Brown, founding di-

Apn] releasing a joint statement  mathemalical content being | significant Indigenious sites was
wil and this i failed

R towardsp lvingand,asa | account i

Australian Academy of Science,  result, a lot of skills and content inSydney’s  land

calling for problem-solving to be

centralto how maths was taught.
Their statement, Why Maths

Must Change, argued that it was

rector Tony Guttmann and the  *not enough to have knowledge”,

University of Queensland's rep-  students “must have the skills to
ive on the isation, take that knowledge and apply it

Toseph Grotowsk Austral brisale

onal University statistician Alan

Professor Brown, who remains

and understanding has been
pushed back” Professor Brown
said, “Its hard to see how this is
going to help Australian students
learn mathematics.”

Professor Guttmann said he
was pleased that attempts were
being made to address Australia’s

Continued on Page 6

ment the Gun-
dungurratraditional owners.

Tt written by Michael Slack -
oneof thefirst towarn Rio Tinta
in 22014 report that it was likely
to damage a culturally signifi-
cantareawhenit destrayed rock
shelters in the Juukan Gorge in
Western Australia’s Pilbara. re-
gion—and University of Queens-
Annie Ross.

west are increasingly concerned
the government'splan o raise the
wall by dm ~ to provide flood
mitigation for at-risk communi-
ties and increase water supply —
will inundate dozens of sensitive
Aboriginalsitesinthe area.

The latest warning comes

froman Australian Archacologi-

“Archacological value has
been privileged over Aboriginal
value generally, and cultural
value specifically, especially in
relation to the assessment of sig-
nificance of archaeological sites,”
DrSlackand Dr Rosswrite.

FULLREPORT P6

broke out Iy to ac-
knowledge one of the creators,
Continued on Page 4
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‘Lender’ in
loan denial

ALICE WORKMAN

The mystery of a $13,000 loan
made out to Labor’s City of
Sydney mayoral candidate
Linda Scott around the last
local council election has taken
aturnfor the truly bizarre.
Atthe centre of the puzzleis
the identity of the lender, one
Yuxing Li of Burwood. Yuxing
Li, it turns out is also the name
of the chief executive of Dahua
Group, one of the largest prop-
erty developersin thecity.
ASIC reckons they re one
and the same. But Dahua’s
Yuxing Li swears he has never
metScottletalone lent money.

STREWTH P2

Mr  Yamagami suggested
Japan was interested in making
greater use of Australia’s remote
training facilities and weapon
ranges in the future, and under-
taking more joint exercises with
the Australian Navy.

*I am quite sure that with the
conclusion of the RAA, we will
have more of thase exercises in
Australia, and in Japan, because
you have the advantage of a
huge, tremendousland size~ less
populated compared with Japan
~and the strategic importance of
the Northem Territory, es-
pecially the Port of Darwin, isob-
vious toany strategist,” he said.

Mr Yamagami said there was
no proposalyetfor long-term ro-
tations suchas those by US Mar-
ines, but “in terms of conducting
efficient military exercises, [
think it is possible for them to

Continued on Page 2
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Scandal forces Labor leader wrangle

MATTHEW DENHOLM
TASMANIA CORRESPONDENT

Tasmanian Labor leader David
O'Byrne has resigned in the wake
of sexual harassment allegations
after just 20 days in the job, after
losing the support of most of his
colleagues and key party figures.
“1 will be tendering my resig-
nation as leader of the Tasmanian
parliamentary Labor Party at the

next caucus meeting” Mr
O'Bymesaid.
“The allegations raised will be

dealt with through the confiden-

tial process initiated by the state
secretary. | intend to respect the
confidentiality of that process and
Iwill make no further public com-
mentonit.

“Ongoing speculation about
this matter is not in the best inter-
estsofthe party.

“The focus of the party needsto
be on holding the Gutwein gov-
ernment to account and the cur-
rent debate is a distraction from
this central task.

Mr O'Byrne’s departure, after
only two-and-a-half weeks as
leader, making him one of the
shortest serving opposition lead-
ers, waswidely expected.

Tt came after he on Wednesday
apologised for kissing and sending
“sexually suggestive” text messa-
ges to a junior employee when he
‘wasa union leader in 2007-08.

Initially, the 52-year-old stood
aside pending an internal inquiry,
but many wnhm the party be-

[ -

(o Byrné -

consensual, but that he now
d “this was not the

“I have a lifelong
tothe cause of Labor and my deci-
sion to resign from the leadership
reflects this”

ALP candidate pushes
for coalmine approval

EXCLUSIVE

CHARI

PEEL

Labor's candidate for the federal
seat of Flynn has called for the
Palaszczuk government to ap-
prove stage three of the New

Acland

“The reason they lost the elec-
tionis coal,” Mr Burnett said.

“They wouldn'tsay ‘coal’.”

He said the government could
use the powers of the Co-ordina-
tor-General to fast-track the

approval

“I've been frustrated at the
court process and how it is being
Iy held up and the jobs

Gladstone mayor Matt Bur-
nett is considered one of the
party’s best hopes to win a
Queensland  seat from the
Coalition.

He has joined some of his
would-be colleagues, induding
Blair MP Shayne Neumann and
senator Anthony Chlslmlm, in

thatare being putat risk,” Mr Bur-
nett saic

“When it suits governments
you can use Co-ordinator-Gen-
eral powers to approve projects of
‘major significance.

“I never want to circumvent a
court system but anyone can tell
that this hasjust been ridiculous ™

calling for the Q:
jer, Annastacia Pa]amuk, to
hasten the approval process for
themine.

‘Albo has been
very clear from
day one of his
leadership that
under his
leadership Labor
supports our
mining and
resources
industries’

MURRAY WATT
QUEENSLAND LABOR SENATOR

Angerin resource regions over
the drawn-out approval threatens
to derail Anthony Albanese’s
election campaign in Queensland
and bears parallels to the Adani
‘mine issue that cruelled Bill Shor-
ten’s tilt at the 2019 federal
election.

The expansion of New Hope
Group's New Acland mine, near
Oakey, west of Toowoomba, has
dragged on for 13 years and was
recently sent back to the Land
Court for assessment, which is
duein November.

The Palaszczuk government
has repeatedly refused to step in,
saying approvals would only be
given after the legal challenges
were exhausted.

Throwing his support behind
the New Acland expansion, Mr

diverse mix of energy production.

“We can be building a future
energy mix but it doesn’t mean
closing down coal mines or coal-
fired power stations in the near
future,” hesaid.

“I want to see mines expand
where they can and this is one
where I see it couldexpand.”

The Liberal National Party is
yet to officially endorse a candi-
date for Flynn, but sources said
the frontrunner was state MP
Colin Boyce.

Queensland Labor ~senator
Murray Wattsaiditwas“in every-

lieved hi

On Wrzdnsday, he said he
thought at the time that his inter-
action with the complainant was

case”.
The scandal has threatened to
spread to other state and national
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one’s interest” for ‘the
New Acland mine to be resolved
by the government “as quickly as
possible”.

He said he did not expect coal
would play as biga role in the up-
coming election as 2019.

“Albo has been very clear from
day one of his leadership that
under his leadership Labor sup-
ports our mining and resources
industries,” Senator Watt said.

“We think we will be mining
and exporting coal and gas for a
long time to.come.”

Coalition MP Garth Hamilton,
whose Groom electorate takes in
the mine, said Labor’s promises
about New Acland were “empty
words” that would be of little con-
solation to those who lose their
jobs in the next round of job losses
at the mine, which are due this
month.

“This is a party that says one
thing in a campaign and another
atthe coal face,” he said.

Burnett said Labor's reluctanceto  “Twenty-seven families will
outwardly support the coal indus- ~ suffer the brunt of Labor's true
try was the reason behind Labor's ~ feelings towards the coal industry
poor performance in Queensland  in July, when the next round of
atthe2019 election. redundancies take place.”
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Shingo

Labor figures, with some in the
party accusing others of knowing
about the allegations before and
during last month’s leadership
ballot.

Some in the parliamentary
Labor Party are keen to avoid an-
other potentially damaging mem-
bership ballot by agreeing on a
new leader later this week.

To win support, this would
‘most likely need to involve a lead-
erand deputy drawn from the Left
and Right of theparty.

Some centrists would like to
see a “unity ticket” of former lead-
er Rebecca White, of the Left with

Right-backed Shane Broad as
deputy.

However, Ms White is on ma-
ternity leave following the birth of
her second child and is reportedly
reluctant to return to the leader-
ship ripped from her by Left fac-
tion warlords after the May | state
election.

Dr Broad is unlikely to have
sufficient support among the Left
for leader.

There has been speculation Mr
O'Byrne’s sister and fellow senior
Labor MP, Michelle O’Byrne,
might stepinto the leadership, but
it is understood she is not keen to

“The important principle we need to keep upholding is the rule of law”

do 50 and would be strongly op-

by some.

Ella Haddad isa possible candi-
date. But it is understood fellow
Left faction MP and acting leader
Anita Dow is the most likely tobe
elevated to the leadership if a bal-
lotis to be avoided.

In his resignation statement on
Sunday, Mr O'Byme said he
would remain in the House of As-
sembly as a member for Franklin,
butwould “neither seek nor accept
any shadow portfolios”.

“(I) will give my strong. support
to a new Labor leadership team,”
hesaid.

JAMILA TODERAS

J apan boosts m111tary links to fend off China

Continued from Page I

stayhere]angerdnan they used to

tomaintain the rules-based order.
“The important principle we
need to keep upholding s the rule

of law; otherwise we will end up

Greahzr i il livingina "he said.
vth]leszld,beGuse"atﬂl:hm: Mr Yamagami said Japan's tri-
of contingencies, wehave towork  lateral  infrastructure _program
closely together”. with Australia and the US aimed

Ata“2+2" meeting lastmonth  to provide “higher quality” pro-
between Foreign Minister Marise jects than Xi Jinping’s Belt and
Payne, Defence Minister Peter  Road Initiative, helping develop-
Dutton and their Japanese coun-  ing nations to withstand Chinese
terparts Motegi Toshimitsu and  pressure.

Kishi Nobuo both countries com- “If you look at Southeast Asia

mitted to “opposing coercion and
destabilising behaviour by econ-
omic means, which

and Pacific island countries, no-
body wants to be dominated by
any particular ic power.

I.he ru]eshased international sys-

The statement was a clear
show of Japanese support for
Australia, which has suffered tar-

geted sanctions on more than
$20b, ina.

They need a counterweight
against such adominant power.

“We are also not here to lec-
ture and hector. We are here to
strike an equal partnership. In
that regard we can make a lot of
di 5

Mr Yamagamisaid the twona-
tions would “speak out together”

-

ALICE WORK

He said the projects would
offer wider benefits, without the

Great Scott!

The mystery of a $13,000 loan
from a Chinese businessman to
Labor's City of Sydney mayoral
candidate Linda Scott has taken a
turn for the truly bizarre. At the
centre of the puzzle is the identity
of the lender, one Yuxing Li of
Burwood. As The Australian’s
Max Maddison has reported, Li
gave Scott three loans — one eight
days before local government
elections in September 2016 and
the others well after polling day in
July 2017~ forreasons that are
unclear. Yuxing Li, it turns out, is
also the name of the chief
executive of Dahua Group, one of
the largest property developers in
the city. According to records
held by the corporate regulator,
these men are one and the same.
Scott, as it happens, voted in
December 2016 for a major
apartment project that Dahua is
heavily involved in. But hereis
the truly baffling aspect of the
tale. The man from Dahua,
Yuxing Li of Pymble, swears he
has never even met Scott and
certainly has no connection toan

money ending up “in the pocket
ofasmallnumber of people”.

 Mr Yamagami said there was

| for Australia

ests” with Five Eyes countries, but
wasn't ready to pitch for formal
membership of the intelligence

and Japan to co-operate more
closely andtech-

He said Japan had “a lot of
h k" to do in relation toits

nology, noting the two countries

‘Nobody wants to
be dominated by
any particular
hegemonic power’

legal and organisational frame-
works around the collection of in-
telligence.

“We have tremendous chal-
lenges in front of us ... so rather
than talking about the institution,
on the ground we can keep build
ing spedific blocks of co-opera-
tion.

SHINGO YAMAGAMI “That might be the most solid,

JAPANESE AMBASSADOR and the shortest cut, to what we
can ach]evemgeihm‘

y th isaid his country

wereat effectivel
tude, allowing the s}\anng of in-
formation from geostationary
satellites.

The former head of the intelli-
gence branch of Japan's Foreign
Affairs Ministry said his country
shared “values and strategicinter-

done nothingwrong. “To my
recollection and knowledge [
have never spoken to Mr Li about
any matter related to any
development. My understanding
is that Mr Li has previously
confirmed that hewas not a
prohibited donor,” she said. Her
Tunning mate at the last election,
Jonathan Yee, said he’s also
never metany Yuxing Li. Yee was,
for the record, drawn into the
Chinese Friends of Labor
corruption inquiry after being
accused of using straw donors to
disguise cash thatwas allegedly
donated by banned property
developer HuangXiangmo. A
mystery indeed. We're not
holding our breath to get answers
before Scott faces off against
stalwart Clover Moore for the
mayoral chains on September 4.

Step Up 2: The Streets
Labor deputy Richard Marlesis
adding another paperback to the
political library. Titled Tides that
Bind: Australia in the Pacific, the
new tome is being launched by
Monash University Press on
August Las part of their “In The

was on 'he “frontline” of Chinese

harassment, with Beffing using its

ard and maritime militia

to challenge Japanese sover-

cignty over the Senkaku Islands
inthe East China Sea.

“If it can happen in the East

of climate change, including
rising sea levels and lessening
access to freshwater, they are also
suffering from some of the
slowest rates of development of
any region on earth. Now more
than ever, the Pacific needs a
champion and that champion
needs to be Australia.” [t sounds —
riveting. Luckily, Marles hasa
novel strategy to get his sales up—
former defence minister
Christopher Pyne, his old Sky
News sparring partner. The pair
areplanning a free “in
conversation” event at Readings
Hawthorn on August 5 (Covid
pending). Liberal senator Andrew
Bragg is also aiming to resume
his book tourwhen Sydney’s
lockdown is lifted. Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg will headline the
Melbourne launch of Buraadja:
The Liberal Case for National
Reconciliation on August 7.
The co-stars

Pyne & Marles fans ean only hope
for a return of the odd couple’s
infamous repartee, when they
reunite in Melbourne. There are
so many memorable moments

addressaboveabeauty parlourin - National Interest"seres Marles  from theirSky Newsshow, which
Burwood Andhe's serious—Li ~ was Labor's defen Marles claims was

evensigned astatutory for five years, until Anthony second-highestrating during ts
declaration after being Albanese’s January reshuffle. 108 episode run across five
questioned by this newspaper. The Geelong based frontbencher  seasons, from 2016 to 2019, Here's
According to Dahua,itis entirely  holds an archip fportfolios h reported back in

an error by the Australian mdudmgnahuna] 2018. Roll the tape:

Securities and Pyne: “Well, Richard, being
Commission. So what was the kills and small Business. Yethis  lectured by the Labor Party about
loan for, and who s the Yuxing i book takes onanothertopic. The  delivering 2 surplus budget..”
behind the money? Scott remains ~ blurb goes: “As the many nations ~ Marles:“Ttmust hurt”
tight-lipped but adamant she's o the Pacific deal with the threat  Pyne:* . islike being lectured by

ChinaSea, the South China Sea, it
canhappen anywhere,”hesaid.
“This is an issue for Australia

AUSEDIZOIMA- V1

Joyce to
sell space
company
shares

EXCLUSIVE

BEN PACKHAM
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT

Barnaby Joyce will sell shares he
bought for his eldest son in a
leading Australian defence and
space technology company, con-
ceding they presented a conflict
of interest with his membership
of the national security commit-
tee of cabinet.

Electro Optic Systems (EOS)
is a partner with South Korea's
Hanwha, which is vying to sup-
ply tracked infantry fighting ve-
hidles to Defence in a $27bn
tender process to be decided by
NSC. The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter bought the shares in trust for
his son Sebastian after quizzing
EOS executives in a parliamen-
tary committee hearing.

“We will sell and until that
happens, which is soon, I will as
always excuse myselfif thereis a
conflict,” Mr Joyce said.

He noted his sonwould make
a loss on the transaction; the
shares hit $5.64 in March and
were now tradingat $4.41.

EOS will supply remote
weapons stations for Hanwha's
Redback, if the South Korean
company beats Germany's
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Joyce

Rheinmetall to supply the army
with 400 infantry fighting vehi-
des. The companyisalsoleading
a consortium to develop a new
secure tactical communications
system for Defence.

Mr Joyce has previously de-
nied he had insider information
when he bought the shares, after
he invited the company’s repre-
sentatives to provide infor-
mation to a February 16
committee hearing without it
being recorded in Hansard.

“Tinviteyou to give us further

too. Your num-
ber one destination is China,

if you wish, even if
you don’t want to make it for-

number two destination is Japan, | mally,”he said. Ina March16 dis-
number three destination is | closure to parliament, Mr Joyce
South Korea. declared the purchase of an un-
“Allof those cargosshi of sharesinthe
ing Australian minerals go | company intrustforhisson.
through the East China Sea, so EOS later announced a tech-

this is an issue for Australia as
well”

Japanese Self Defence Force
soldiers participated in Exercise
Southern Jackaroo in June with
Australian and US troops, and
will take part in Exercise Talis-
‘man Sabre with the ADF and US
Marines this month.

In May, Anzac Frigate HMAS
Parramatta joined ARC 21 am-
phibious exercises off Japan,
while the nations' air forces con-

ducted their

nological breakthrough to the
sharemarket, sayingit had devel-
oped new laser technology to
track and move space debris “at
lower altitudes and faster speeds
than ever previously possible”.

EOS told Guardian Australia
the company didnot provide fur-
ther information beyond its pub-
licevidence.

Mr Joyce told the Guardian
he bought the shares because
“u.: idea of buying into a sover-

t om-
batexercisesin Japan last year.

Freddy Krueger about kindness
to children.”

Marles guided it to a happier
realm: “And that brings us to the
question of the week. Therewas a
remarkable picture this week of a
big cow — I think actually
technically a big steer—and it

space company
seemedtobeagoedidea”

politician, business bros and self
described blue blood influencers.
Inthe two years since Pyne left
politics for a new lifein
podcasting and consulting, his
firm's eclectic client list has grown
toinclude the Business Council of
Australia, Isracl’s largest privately

clearlywasavery bigcow, butit  owned weapons company Flbit
made us think: What is your Systems, Southern Launch Space,
favourite big thing?So, tech company Cocoon Data,
Christopher, what isyours?” Thoroughbred Racing SA and
For the record, Pyne plumped for  their latest addition, additive
the Big Lobster of Kingston,and  manufacturing outfit Titomatic.
é‘:,‘;f,;‘" thepetiteSphinxof 4 inet kumbaya

A hearty congratulations to avid
Contacttracing Sn::&y reader Andrew Barr,
Whatismore 10years as ACT
Delta strain or Chnslcphm‘ Pyne? o e, Thursday. The 48-

His boutique lobbying shop Pyne
& Partners continues its super
spread from South Australia to
the ACT. Chairman Pyne and his
former chief of staff turned
managing director Adam

year-old is the longest serving
Treasurer in Australia. Second is
Tasmanian Peter Gutwein, who
became Treasurer in 2014 and
Premier in 2020. Barr can take
credit for revmng |he trend of
holdi

Howard three
new soldiers to the force. Former
bureaucrat Andrew Joyce will be
the firm's first Canberra-based
partner, aided by new senior
associate, ACT Liberal staffer
Will Redmond. Kacey Lam has
been promoted tojoin the partner
ranks and Alexandria Longinidis
will fill the associate gap left by
Alisha Dhillonwhenshe took a
jobadvising SA Attorney-
General Vickie Chapman. Pyne
& Partners’s bricks and mortar
store in Barton is a stone’s throw
from Parliament House and
considered quite the hot spot,
regularly hosting drinksfor

thosein
the coin purse, e
Australia’s Premier Mark
McGowan and the Northern
Territory’s chief Michael Gunner
following suit. Its been a tough
week in the Territory, with
Watson resident Nick Kyrgios
withdrawing from Wimbledon
with an injury. Barr tried torraise
spirits around the roundabouts by
tweetingon Friday:“An outbreak
ofpeace and harmony in the
federation aftera positive
#NationalCabinet meeting this
‘morning” Sounds mad AZ helll

strewth@theaustralian.com.au



