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Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee 
-Opportunities for advancing Australia’s strategic interests through existing regional architecture- 

Opening Statement 
(発言内容は議事録に記録) 

Introduction 
● I welcome the opportunity to brief the Committee on Japan’s approach to the Quad 

and the Indo-Pacific region. Quad partners have worked together both bilaterally and 
trilaterally over many years. 
  

● But if you asked me to describe the evolution of the Quad, my fair observation would 
be: ‘how far we have come’. 
 

● In October last year, the Quad held its second Foreign Ministers’ Meeting under the 
initiative of the Japanese Foreign Minister, Motegi Toshimitsu, which then evolved 
into the first ever Quad Leaders’ Summit Meeting in March this year.   

 
● The evolution of the Quad can be regarded as a response to the growing complexity in 

the strategic environment of the region.  
 

 
The Quad’s purpose and Japan’s role in it 
● And so to my first point: what does the Quad exist for, and what role does Japan play 

within it?  
 

● The Quad is a vehicle for promoting a shared vision for the Free and Open Indo-Pacific 
in many areas.  

 
● The vision for the Quad is based on the following three pillars. First, the promotion of 

basic principles such as the rule of law. Second, the pursuit of economic prosperity, 
and Third, a commitment to peace and stability. It envisions an “international public 
good” that will benefit all countries in the region. 

 
● As a Quad partner, Japan brings its own perspectives and initiatives to the table. 

 
● For example, Japan regards ASEAN as a key regional institution to achieve a free and 

open Indo-Pacific. The Japan-ASEAN Summit Meeting last year saw the launch of the 
Japan-ASEAN Connectivity Initiative, which focuses on an on-going 2 trillion yen’s 
worth of regional investment.  
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● Japan’s commitment to the Pacific was also shown during the 9th PIF Leaders’ Summit 
in June, when Prime Minister Suga announced Japan intends to provide a total of 
around 3 million doses of vaccines to Pacific Island nations including through the 
COVAX Facility. 

 
● A hierarchical regional order where one particular state rises above all is not 

acceptable to most. Every sovereign nation is equal before international law. After 
all, no one is impressed by ‘self-righteous punitive enthusiasm’. 

 
Cooperation with like-minded countries 
● This brings me to my second point on co-operation with like-minded countries in 

security field.  
 
● The Quad is not an Indo-Pacific version of NATO.  

 
● As we face challenges posed by the rise of emerging powers, it is of vital importance 

to address issues collectively.  
 
● Japan and Australia are frontline states that face complex security environments in our 

region, such as the South China Sea and the East China Sea.  This is why defence co-
operation between us is so important. 

 
● We have ramped up joint exercises between us and our allies and partners, through 

such initiatives as Malabar, Talisman Sabre, and ARC 21 with such countries as the US, 
India, the UK, Canada, New Zealand, and France.  

 
● Our possible defence cooperation through defence and technology transfers will 

further strengthen deterrence in our region.  
 
Scope for Expansion in Partners and Activities 
● This brings me to my third point: the potential for expansion in our partners and 

activities.  
 

● Japan has been very actively involved in the promotion of regional architectures. 
Indeed, Japan and Australia have been strong advocates for rules-based trade. We 
created APEC together and brought the CPTPP to fruition. 
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● We also ensured that the RCEP agreement better reflected our interest in high 
quality trade liberalisation and rules, and we have both advocated for reform of the 
WTO. 

 
● Yet there is still room for growth. Recently we saw the ratification by Peru as one of 

the original 11 into the CPTPP. This will facilitate the accession of our regional 
partners such as Thailand and Taiwan. Indeed, it is auspicious that Japan and 
Australia have both been involved in examining the accession of the United Kingdom 
into the CPTPP as chair and vice-chair of the Working Group. 

 

● In the face of unprecedented challenges, be it the COVID-19 pandemic or emerging 
powers, Japan is doing everything in its power to work in cooperation with natural 
partners like Australia, with whom we share universal values and strategic interests.  
 

● Japan therefore looks forward to promoting co-operation with Australia in protecting 
the rules based order. It represents the best chance that our region has to co-exist free 
from coercion and in pursuit of the common good. 

 
 

 


