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Speech 
Presented by HE Mr YAMAGAMI Shingo  

Ambassador of Japan to Australia 

On the occasion of the opening of the exhibition 

Paul Davis – Under the Influence 

at Sturt Gallery, Mittagong (NSW) – Sunday 10th April 2022 

 
Thank you Kristie, for your kind introduction. 

 

Sarah McGarry, Head of Frensham School,  

Kristie Phelan, Head of Sturt Gallery, 

Mrs Hiroe Swen, 

Paul Davis and Jacqueline Clayton,  

I recognise my good friend, German Ambassador Thomas Fitcher, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Good morning. 

 

I am absolutely delighted that we are finally able to come together to open this highly 

anticipated exhibition, Paul Davis – Under the Influence, today. 

 

I have heard a lot about Paul from our good friend, Hiroe Swen, so my wife Kaoru and 

I were really looking forward to meeting Paul in person and seeing his works. 

 

I won’t claim to be an expert on pottery, but as the old adage goes “I know what I 

like”, and I certainly see much to admire in the pieces exhibited today. 

 

It has been nearly a year and a half since I arrived in Australia after my appointment.  

 

Despite border closures and restrictions, I have managed to visit many states across 

Australia, including Western Australia.  

 

I have been to Sydney more than a dozen times, but this is actually my first time to 

exclusively visit Mittagong. 

 

This is because I am always rushing backwards and forwards to Sydney and never 

make any stopovers, a bit like a boomerang… 
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I did not know there was such a beautiful, tranquil town located between Canberra 

and Sydney. 

 

As my favourite movie says, this is so much the serenity. 

 

I am pleased to have found this gem and will definitely come back to explore this part 

of New South Wales again soon! 

 

When I first saw Paul’s works, I felt very nostalgic and wondered why that is...  

 

I had to check potter’s name again and yes, it was definitely not a Japanese name. 

 

Later I realised that Paul had trained in Japan and learnt ancient techniques from the 

Japanese masters. 

 

In fact, in 1996, Paul was awarded a Japan Foundation Fellowship and trained for one 

year with the 12th generation of the Saka family in Hagi, Yamaguchi Prefecture, whose 

pottery business has been in existence since the 16th century. 

 

I can only imagine how difficult it might have been to adjust to life as a trainee at the 

beginning, but I am delighted that Paul was given the opportunity to have this 

invaluable experience.  

 

I’m sure it played a significant part in forming who he is as an artist today. 

 

As the exhibition title suggests, Paul was influenced by many Japanese potters. 

 

Today, we have one of the most important and influential Japanese potters with us.  

 

I am talking about Hiroe Swen. As you know, she is a pioneer in many ways. 

 

I have few of Hiroe-san’s pieces in my official Residence, and they are frequently used 

to display Ikebana for important functions. 

 

Paul met Hiroe-san at Monash University when she was conducting a workshop, and 

learnt a great deal from her. 

 

We can also say that Paul himself is a pioneer. 

 

He was the first non-Japanese to be invited into the very traditional and closed world 
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of pottery in Hagi.  

 

Paul was not only influenced by Japan, but he fell under its spell. 

 

Even though Paul’s earlier pieces had references to Japan, he is moving on and 

creating his own style, combining it with the inspiration he draws from the Australian 

environment. 

 

Hiroe-san describes Paul’s works as a ‘unique blending of Japanese aesthetics with 

those of the West’. 

 

In my role as the Japanese Ambassador to Australia, I have met with many interesting 

Australians, and am always fascinated by the passion and deep understanding they 

have about Japan in many different fields. 

 

The relationship and friendship between Japan and Australia has progressed so much 

in recent years, especially as the security and economic ties of our two nations are 

becoming more closely intertwined in the current geopolitical climate. 

 

However, people-to-people exchanges continue to promote the strong relationship 

between our two countries. 

 

Cultural exchange is such an important element of the Australia-Japan relationship, 

and so I have great respect for artists like Paul and Hiroe-san for their unwavering 

dedication. 

 

Paul has also been very generous in sharing his artistic knowledge and the techniques 

that he learnt in Japan with his Australian students over many years. 

 

As the Japanese Ambassador, I sincerely thank him for his kindness and efforts. 

 

I was also told that Paul’s career as a potter has spanned 50 years!  

 

That is a very long time to pursue one’s area of interest, and I am a little envious of 

him because he doesn’t have to retire, unlike many of us. 

 

Paul can keep going with pottery for as long as he can knead clay. 

 

So no skipping arm day at the gym for you, Paul! 

 

I imagine Paul’s style of pottery will continue to evolve over the years. 
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So I am really looking forward to seeing what Paul will produce in the future. 

 

Paul-san, I extend my warmest congratulations to you on this wonderful exhibition. 

 

Much like everyone here, my wife Kaoru and I are looking forward to seeing his 

wonderful works on display. 

 

It is therefore my great pleasure to open this exhibition - Paul Davis – Under the 

Influence - today. 

 

Thank you. 

 


