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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to my residence today for the conferment of the Order of the Rising 

Sun, Gold and Silver Rays on Mrs Narelle Hargreaves. 

 

The Order of the Rising Sun is an award bestowed on individuals of exceptional civil or military merit by the 

Government of Japan in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the promotion of exchange with 

Japan. 

 

Well, Mrs Hargreaves – if I may call you Narelle – where shall I start? 

 

You have so many wonderful achievements and a very long history of association with Japan, which would 

take me all afternoon to mention. 

 

And as it is nearly lunch time and you all must be very hungry, I will refrain from going through all of your 

achievements. 

 

But what I will do is highlight some of Narelle’s impressive contributions to the Japan-Australia friendship, 

which spans several decades. 

 

Narelle began her connection with Japan when she was Director of Schools and had a lead role in the 

international unit within the ACT Department of Education in the 1990s.  

 

She accompanied then ACT Chief Minister, Kate Carnell on a trip to Japan, which included a visit to 

Canberra’s sister city, Nara.  

 

Narelle spoke at seminars to promote Canberra as a study destination.   

 

At the time, the U.S. was a popular destination for Japanese students wanting to study abroad, but Narelle 

worked hard to promote Canberra as the perfect study destination. 
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It was – and still is – a safe, comfortable and relaxing place to live and study.  

 

One of my Japanese staff told me that her father only allowed her to go to Canberra to study, so it must 

have worked!  We all know her name is Kazuko! 

 

When Narelle first visited Japan, she was impressed by the warm and respectful welcome she received. 

 

What fascinated her most was the order and structure she observed when travelling from Osaka to Tokyo 

by train.   

 

The train stops at the station, people get off and then train moves on in only minutes! 

 

That was a bullet train, which travels up to 300km per hour, by the way… 

 

Around this time, Narelle became a member of the Canberra Nara Sister City Committee as this enhanced 

her role with schools and the education objectives of the ACT.   

 

Of course with her very long career as a teacher and principal, she had much to offer and the passion to 

match.  

 

In 2007, Narelle became the Chair of the Sister-City Committee and has been in the role for 15 years!   

 

On that alone, I must congratulate you! 

 

Even in a paid role, it can be tough to stay in the same position.  

 

But Narelle has done this as a volunteer! 

 

How does she do it?! I admire her unwavering dedication and commitment.  

 

Fifteen years is a very long time, so Narelle must have many stories to tell.  

 

I look forward to enjoying some sake or wine with you, Narelle and hearing some of these untold stories.   

 

The ever-popular Canberra Nara Candle Festival began in 2003 from humble beginnings.  

 

The first Candle Festival attracted only about 300 visitors, but it has grown immensely since then.  
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Attracting more than 15,000 people each year, it is now a staple of the ACT event calendar.  

 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, I have not had a pleasure of attending the Candle Festival, but I have 

heard so much about it.  

 

When I visited the Mayor of Nara, Mr Nakagawa before coming to Australia, he told me he has fond 

memories of Canberra and the Candle Festival. 

 

In 2018, Mayor Nakagawa and his delegation were welcomed by a group of singing school children and 

received heartfelt greetings in Japanese at Canberra Airport.   

 

Narelle worked very hard to put on this special welcome as well as a spectacular festival to mark the 25th 

anniversary of sister city relationship. 

 

I am very much looking forward to the return of the Candle Festival and seeing just how popular it is with 

my very own eyes.  

 

I am told the Candle Festival is the only festival where just the one country is represented in the nation’s 

capital. 

 

As the Japanese Ambassador, I must thank you, Narelle and your wonderful committee members who are 

here today for your hard work and dedication to make this festival a success each and every time.    

 

While the Candle Festival is the biggest achievement of the Sister City Committee, Narelle has also worked 

very hard to encourage sister school relationships between the young people of Canberra and Nara.  

 

As a former educator, Narelle must believe that having an overseas experience while you’re young will 

provide a good base for the future.   

 

The Nara University High School has been sending students to Canberra for many years where they enjoy 

homestay with Aussie families.  

 

Narelle’s other passion is music – Narelle, I think you have too many interests! 

 

Even in the promotion of the Instrumental Music Program between Canberra schools and Ichijo Senior 

High School in Nara, Narelle has been – pardon the pun – instrumental!   
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She is a patron of the Canberra Senior Brass Band and wishes to further enhance exchange through music. 

 

Next year marks the 30th anniversary of the sister city relationship between Canberra and Nara. 

 

I congratulate the ACT Government for their strong support for the ties between the two cities.  

 

I have briefly touched upon Narelle’s outstanding and inspiring contributions to promoting mutual 

understanding and friendship between Japan and Australia today. 

 

Narelle’s tremendous dedication and selfless generosity combined with her love for Japan and young 

people are simply too great to quantify. 

 

And so it is with immense gratitude that on behalf of the people and Government of Japan, the Order of 

the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays is hereby awarded to Mrs Narelle Hargreaves. 

 

Congratulations, Narelle! 

 

Thank you.                                                                                    

  


